Subj: Invitation to join Association for Community Health Improvement

Dear _______ (prospect’s name and email):

I am writing to introduce you to the Association for Community Health Improvement (ACHI), a national professional association to which I belong, and to suggest that you consider joining.  
ACHI is the premier national association for community health, community benefit, and healthy communities professionals.  Its hundreds of members work in hospitals and health systems, public health departments, community health centers, health promotion and access to care agencies, foundations, and more.  In fact, one of ACHI’s strengths is that it brings together people from different sectors that really have similar community health improvement missions.  
If you do choose to join, visit http://www.communityhlth.org/communityhlth/join.html for membership forms.  And, please write my name in the “referred by” box on the form. 

While I’d be happy to discuss my experiences as an ACHI member, and I encourage you to take a look at ACHI’s Web site (www.communityhlth.org) to get a more complete understanding of its activities and services, here are a few I’ve found valuable:

· Weekly e-newsletter on community health, public health, and access & coverage topics, including current grant funding opportunities. This alone is worth the membership dues;
· Online Community Health Assessment Toolkit (www.assesstoolkit.org) with detailed steps, case examples, and links to resources and tools for conducting assessments;

· Monthly audio conferences and annual in-person conference.  The annual conference is a terrific networking place, in addition to its educational sessions;

· E-mail list serv where members ask and answer questions on a range of topics;
· Opportunities to gain insight and information from others doing work like us. I know that many ACHI members have connected via e-mail, phone and the conferences to help each other with new ideas, approaches and tools.
Thank you for taking the time to consider my introduction and invitation to the Association for Community Health Improvement.  
Please let me know if you’d like to discuss it, and also feel free to contact the Association staff directly at communityhlth@aha.org or 415.248.8408.

Sincerely,

_____________(referring member’s name)

